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July 31, 4:30—8 pm
Stockton's Medicare anniversary
celebration

# STOCKTON CELEBRATES

B0 MEDICARE =

AS AMERICAN AS ApPLE PiE RGN NG

We need to protect and improve Medicare as the
highly successful public program it has been for
nearly 50 years—and extend its coverage to all.

+ Seniors and people with disabilities have been saved from financial ruin and
provided access to care through Medicare.

Join Single Payer San Joaquin in celebrating
Medicare’s 50th Anniversary, Friday, July 31, 4:30 pm to
8 pm, Janet Leigh Plaza (N. El Dorado at movie theater).
Information about Medicare and how we must fight to
protect it, a Patient Bill of Rights, and other topics will be
available. We hope you will join our “sing-a-long” to help
raise our voices in celebration of Medicare and for the
lives it has enhanced and saved for 50 years—and enjoy
an apple pie! Because reliable medical care is as simple
as PLE. -- Protect, Improve, Expand!

For more information, visit www.
singlepayersanjoaquin.org.

* There have been attacks on Medicare that have weakened it — most of those
problems have been caused by private health insurance interests.

* Along with improving and protecting Medicare, we need to expand it to
cover everyone as the most cost-effective way to provide a single standard of
high quality care for all without financial barriers

Healthcare is a human right!
Free Snack Pie!
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Letter

BRUCE GIUDICI

It would be easy to avoid stories about how
much money is going to be spent in the upcoming
presidential election. The numbers are pretty
huge - but when $100 million begins to look like
$10 million used to - and now for a month, not a
quarter or a year - a casual observer may not notice
that serious influence is being bought here. The
totally lopsided sway corporate business holds over
government is thus easily explnained - regardless
of the party "in power." The truth is that corporate
money is completely in power - keeping the rest of
us functioning only to the extent that we can keep
feeding it more. Two examples are noteworthy:
first, the move of Attorney General Holder to a
$2.5 million Wall Street job that was kept open
while while he was doing Wall Street's bidding in
not prosecuting a single person in the wake of the
2008 financial meltdown. And second, the $103
million of Super PAC dark money (unlimited and
anonymous) raised by the Jeb Bush campaign
in the first half of 2015 - raising the bar for any

Editors

presidential candidate selling themselves

to the increasingly wealthy 0.1%,

corporations and individuals alike. The

truth is, we have never seen a campaign

like the one we are about to witness -
unlimited and anonymous money vying to buy the
most powerful political position in the world. The
result will only be a more corrupt version of where
we have been. Organizations to support include:
Public Citizen, Common Cause and us.

The anti-wealth candidate, Bernie Sanders, is
given short shrift by the powers that be for a variety
of reasons - the main one being that his financial
support is unconventional and much less than the
"frontrunners" and, as a result, his popularity is
less easy to gauge than displaying a spreadsheet
column of huge donations. And yet, the future of a
sustainable world is on the road he is taking. In a
world that is increasingly interdependent, we will
need to work together to keep it working. We will
need more equality and conservation, less violence
and war. Our reaction to the Iran proposal is
a test on how well we can travel this new road.
The climate agreement in Paris will be another.
Nationally, we have debt forgiveness and locally,
we have the tunnels and policing issues. Whenever
we have to choose a path going forward, long

Healthcare timeline

This important timeline shows the incredibly long effort to have national
healthcare available for all Americans. That effort continues today.

It's just a matter of time

term investment will have to take precedence over
short-term profit. So how can we stay optimistic
and hopeful amidst all the negativity? By realizing
that, sooner or later, today's sustainable road will
become tomorrow's only road. It's just a matter of
time. Happy summer.

Stockton
proclaims
Medicare
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Aug. 6, 1912 - President Theodore Roosevelt
campaigns on national healthcare insurance. SuU p po rt . A I \
N°;’F]11' 19;? - Pre5|tc_:lent| ';ra”EL'”. D. Roosevelt speaks WHEREAS, Medicare, signed into law on July \—\ /
on the need for a national health Insurance program. 30, 1965 by President Lyndon B. Johnson, forged
June 3, 1943 - Rep. John Dingell Sr. first introduces a solemn promise to °|dferAmerica”S that thiy
a bill for comprehensive healthcare reform. would have the peace of mind and security o ;

p reliable medical insurance in their later years; and Peace & Justice
Nov. 19, 1945 - President Truman details Network

his plan for health care reform.

Jan. 31, 1955 - President Eisenhower notes the rising cost
of health care—and the need to fix an outdated system.

Feb. 9, 1961 - President Kennedy calls for health insurance for
the elderly and improvements to the health care system.

Jan. 7, 1965 - President Johnson addresses Congress on the
need to provide health coverage to the elderly, poor and disabled.

July 30, 1965 - President Johnson signs legislation
creating the Medicare and Medicaid programs.

David Waldon's upcoming book

Dave Waldon's poetry, often tinged with
irony and smart insight, has been found from
time to time in Connections. A first volume
of 55-word poems written over the past 10
years is being crowd-funded and, when
successful, will be published through the
local publisher Tuleburg Press. If more than
the $5,000 target is raised, the money will
be kept in a fund to publish his next book.
There is a lot of material-poems, prose,
short stories—that he's written over the years,
aside from the 55-worders - so this first step
should be the start of a interesting venture.

To raise money for the publication, the
website address is: https://www.indiegogo.
com/projects/55-and-counting-poems-by-
david-waldon/x/10565653#/story You are
encouraged to check it out, browse around
on the site, check out the picture gallery, and
share with your family and friends as you see
fit.

David Waldon has been a friend of
Connections for decades— give him
a look.

WHEREAS, Medicare insurance helps support
longer, healthier lives and economic security
for older and disabled Americans; and

WHEREAS, Medicare is an insurance
program that is earned over a lifetime of
sacrifice through contributions; and

WHEREAS, This extremely valuable American
asset called Medicare will be turning 50 years

old on July 30, 2015, must be available for future
generations to enjoy its benefits in their later years.

NOW, THEREFORE, |, ANTHONY SILVA, as
Mayor of the City of Stockton, and on behalf of
the Stockton City Council, do hereby declare July
30, 2015 MEDICARE'S 50th ANNIVERSARY.

In the City of Stockton, and | encourage all our
citizens to recognize Medicare for the significant
contributions it has made to the well-being and
peace of mind for older and disabled citizens in
Stockton and throughout the United States of
America, and to join in with Single Payer San
Joaquin for their goal to protect, improve, and
expand so cost is no longer a barrier to health.

INWITNESS WHEREOF, | have here unto
set my hand and caused the seal of the
City of Stockton to be affixed this 21st
day of July, Two-Thousand-Fifteen.

Mayor Anthony Silva

Board of Directors

Chair: Richard Blackston
Vice-Chair:
Christie Kelley
Treasurer: Deane Savage
Secretary: Cathy Mathis
Members—at—large:
Margie Brown, Daniel Fong,
Tenaya Ledeux, Paula Leveck,
Bruce Giudici

Organizational members:
89.5 Stone Soup Radio (Cathy
Mathis), Fathers & Families
(Jim Walsh), Puentes (Richard
Blackston), Single Payer San
Joaquin (Suzy Arnett), CARA
(Jerry Bailey)

“The Peace and Justice
Network is a nonprofit
educational organization
committed to the visiVon
of a world in which the
equality of all persons is
achieved, basic needs are
met, conflict is resolved
nonviolently, and the
earth's resources are
shared responsibly for
the well—being of all her
inhabitants and all future
generations.”
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MEDICAID AND MEDICARE - TURNING 50

HARRY BRILL

On July 30 this year throughout the country the nation
will be celebrating the 50th birthday of Medicare, which,
as you know, serves mainly senior citizens. An important
component in this celebration is demanding Medicare for
All. A major celebration will take place in Frank Ogawa
Plaza in Oakland beginning 11am. But 50 years ago President
Johnson signed not only the Medicare bill. He signed into
law Medicaid, which is a much larger program. Moreover,
Medicaid provides services that are not available to Medicare
recipients, including the availability of long term care facilities.
Yet Medicaid is being ignored by senior organizations, labor
unions, faith-based and community organizations They act as
if the program does not exist.

What is the explanation for this unusual omission? The
explanation is at the roots of our class related culture. Unlike

Medicare, which is an insurance program for those who have
paid into Social Security, Medicaid is needs-tested. It is a
program entirely for low-income Americans who must prove
that they and their family members are poor. Clearly, poverty
earns the poor and the programs that mainly serve them a
very low status reputation.

Not least, the program is despised by the medical
profession, whose members receive only about 60% of the
reimbursement that Medicare pays. For this reason, many
doctors either refuse to accept Medicaid patients or take very
few. Moreover, they influence many others who work in
health related occupations.

The potential consequences of ignoring Medicaid is it
makes the program more financially vulnerable. In these
conservative times, all our social programs are financially
threatened. But more so with Medicaid, whose recipients
have the least clout. And they receive little or no support from

70 Years of Nuclear Weapons—
At What Cost?

On the morning of August 6, 1945, the

“Enola Gay,” a U.S. B-29 bomber, dropped
an atomic bomb on the city of Hiroshima.

Three days later, a second
American nuclear bomb
' incinerated Nagasaki.

,,,,,,

“Ge 'lO[N
cwh . / Y,
‘\‘fwf_‘, Come to Livermore Nuclear WeaponsLab &, 4’1"
et Vasco Road at Patterson Pass Road ORe,

Program featuring Daniel Ellsberg, Country Joe McDonald, Taiko drummers
and more; followed by a short march to the Lab gate, a traditional Japanese
Bon Dance, nonviolent direct action and legal witness.

Today, after 70 years, nearly 16,000 nuclear weapons—94% of them held by the USA and Russia—continue to
pose an intolerable threat to humanity, and the danger of nuclear war is growing Whether a nuclear
exchange is initiated by accident, miscalculation or madness, the radiation will know no boundaries. The USA
plans to spend a trillion dollars over the next thirty years “modernizing” its nuclear arsenal. The human
cost of this is immeasurable—to our health, environment, ethics, and democracy, to our prospects for

global peace, and to our confidence in human survival.

Sponsored by dozens of Bay Area peace and justice groups. More info: Tri-Valley

CAREs, 925-443-7148, and Western States Legal Foundation, 510-839-5877

those organizations and individuals who are more fortunate
and influential. Also, keep in mind that many seniors who
currently depend on Medicare will eventually depend
on Medicaid in order to receive long term care, including
nursing facilities.

So, for this anniversary, all are encouraged to celebrate
both programs that make health care affordable for millions
of Americans. Now more than ever, we can celebrate health
care models that will make the path to single payer easy to

find.

HARRY BRILL IS A WRITER FOR THE EAST BAY TAX THE
RICH GROUP.

Nuke weapons
be gone

KEVIN MARTIN

It was President Obama who created the expectation
that our country would lead a global effort to rid the world
of nuclear weapons. In his Prague speech in April, 2009
he committed the U.S. to this goal: “I state clearly and with
conviction America's commitment to seek the peace and
security of a world without nuclear weapons.”

Instead, the President has committed to completely
rebuilding all three legs of the U.S. nuclear triad — strategic
bombers, intercontinental ballistic missiles (ICBMs), and
nuclear-armed submarines (SLBMs) and calls for spending
$350 billion over the next decade and up to $1 trillion over
the next 30 years. Military experts agree that we cannot
afford these costs and we can be just as secure, and probably
more so, with far fewer nuclear weapons.

With just 18 months left in his presidency, there are
concrete steps he can take immediately to show our nation
is prepared to lead the world to that goal. Some of them,
like stating the US will not be the first nation to use nuclear
weapons in war, taking our nuclear arsenal off ‘launch on
warning’ status and initiating negotiations for a nuclear
weapons convention to eliminate all nukes worldwide, as
Article VI of the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT)
requires, don’t require Congressional approval.

As we approach the 70th anniversary of the atomic
bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki we are reminded
today’s nuclear weapons pack much greater destructive
power and their use would be a catastrophe unlike any the
world has ever seen.

Take action: 1) Attend the August 6 rally in Livermore.
2) Please sign the Peace Action petition at www.peace-
action.org and then forward it to your family and friends.
Ask them to join in this effort to press President Obama to
use the final 18 months of his presidency fulfill his promise
“to seek the peace and security of a world without nuclear
weapons.” Now that would be a legacy of which he could
be proud.

Source: Peace Action release 7/1/15 www.peace-action.org
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The fight over Obamacare was a giant

political charade

SONALI KOLHATKAR

When the U.S. Supreme Court ruled on June 25
that the Affordable Care Act's (ACA) subsidies for health
insurance for the poor were indeed constitutional, liberals
cheered. The last-ditch attempt by the right to gut President
Obama’s signature act failed. In his weekly address, Obama
triumphantly announced that “after more than fifty votes in
Congress to repeal or weaken this law; after a Presidential
election based in part on preserving or repealing this law;
after multiple challenges to this law before the Supreme
Court, we can now say this for certain: the Affordable Care
Act still stands, it is working, and it is here to stay.”

The case at the heart of the ruling was /King v. Burwell/,
a legal challenge that was based on a technicality. The Los
Angeles Times explained that legal experts saw it “as a
fatuous misreading of the law and a tortured effort to bend the
process of statutory interpretation for ideological ends.” But
the constant attacks on the ACA, including this last attempt,
were less ideological than political, and in the end, the
Supreme Court ruling was an affirmation of the supremacy of
capitalism over human needs.

It is true that 6.4 million Americans currently receiving
subsidies for insurance would have lost their coverage had
the court not voted to preserve the ACA. The vote was 6-3,
with conservative Chief Justice John Roberts joining swing
voter Anthony Kennedy and the four liberal stalwarts (Sonia
Sotomayor, Elena Kagan, Ruth Bader Ginsburg, and Stephen
Breyer). The fact that Roberts voted for it, and wrote the
majority opinion, speaks volumes about what the ruling really
means. According to him, “Congress passed the Affordable
Care Act to improve health insurance markets, not to destroy
them.” That single sentence clearly lays out the problem
with what the right has sardonically named “Obamacare.”
In voting to preserve the health care reform law, the court
sought to “improve health insurance markets,” not access to
health care.

Paul Y. Song is the executive chairman of the Courage
Campaign, executive board member of Physicians for a
National Health Program, and co-chair of Campaign for a
Healthy California. He told me in an interview on Uprising
that “this was really less about protecting patients and more

about protecting the health insurance industry, hospitals and
all of the medical corporations.” The subsidies at stake are
our tax dollars filling the coffers of private corporations in
exchange for profit-based “managed care.”

As Michael Moore wrote, “Obamacare is awful. That
is the dirty little secret many liberals have avoided saying
out loud for fear of aiding the president’s enemies.” Song
concurred, saying, “This is less of a government-run program,
but it’s a corporate bailout. It really is giving people money
to buy a product from a for-profit industry that only makes
money by denying care.”

The right-wing attacks on Obamacare were always about
attempting to delegitimize the president rather than the actual
substance of a pro-corporate health reform law. Indeed,
Republicans long ago suggested similar reform proposals,
such as the health exchanges, to those at the heart of the
ACA. “Had anyone else proposed this,” said Song, “I think
the Republicans would have said, ‘Wow this is a great idea.””

The GOP’srelentless attacks on the ACA left progressives
in the awkward position of having spent the last five years
defending a pro-corporate law that the right would have
ordinarily salivated over. When the Supreme Court ruled to

Our health care system
places an entirely
needless middleman
between us and our
doctors, whose sole
function is to vacuum
up as many dollars as
possible in the interest of
capital enterprise.

preserve the ACA, privately some Republicans expressed
relief, knowing that if 6.4 million Americans relying on
subsidies had suddenly lost them, the GOP would have paid
a stiff political price.

The act of opposing the law at any cost has given
Republicans legitimacy among their right-wing supporters
for targeting Obama while ultimately getting what they want,
which is a pro-corporate law. For Democrats, supporting
Obamacare has given them the appearance of caring about
medical bankruptcies and the plight of the uninsured. And
Obama has won by achieving the seemingly impossible task
of passing health care

reform, while also propping up private industry. In
the end, the fight over the ACA has resulted in wins for the
Republican Party, the Democratic Party, the health insurance
industry and the president.

Among the losers are Americans who remain dependent
on their employers for health insurance, and those who have
bought plans from the ACA’s exchanges but pay through the
nose for minimal coverage. Even plans available to those who
used to be denied them because of pre-existing conditions are
expensive and the deductibles extremely high.

Most unfortunate of all are the nearly 13 percent of
Americans who remain uninsured. Song pointed out that
“the one thing that Democrats and Republicans could agree
on was to exclude our undocumented brothers and sisters.”
It’s no surprise that Latinos are among the least insured
communities in the nation.

Compared with the lack of regulations that the health
insurance industry used to enjoy, Obamacare has imposed
some minimal limits. But in the end, it leaves companies
stronger than ever, as evidenced by the buoyancy of insurance
stocks in the aftermath of the Supreme Court ruling. In other
words, Obamacare is a win for the 1 percent, and a loss for
the rest of us.

Our health care system places an entirely needless
middleman between us and our doctors, whose sole function
is to vacuum up as many dollars as possible in the interest of
capital enterprise. But if our interest is health care, a simpler
equation is in order. It goes by the innocuous name of “single-
payer health care,” and it takes the elegant form of “tax dollars
in, health care out.“

Given the long-drawn-out fight Obama had over a pro-
corporate law secretly favored by Republicans, he might have
been better off expending his energy on passing a Medicare-
for-all bill.

Thankfully, Obamacare’s provision allowing states to
design their own health care systems starting in 2017 could
result in state-by-state adoptions of single-payer systems.
California has twice passed legislation that would have
established a single-payer system, only to be vetoed by
Republican Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger in 2006 and 2009.
Activists like Song are determined to build momentum
toward that end in the next two years.

As Obama, in his weekly address, said of the Supreme
Court ruling, “We strive to do better, to be better, than the
generation before us, and we try to build something better
for the generation coming behind us. With this behind us,
let’s come together and keep building something better right
now.” Those words ring true: Obamacare is not good enough
to pass to the next generation. It’s time to build something
much better.

SONALI KOLHATKAR IS THE HOST AND EXECUTIVE
PRODUCER OF *UPRISING*, A DAILY RADIO PROGRAM
AT KPFK PACIFICA RADIO, SOON TO BE ON FREE
SPEECH TV FOR THE CAMPAIGN TO TELEVISE
UPRISING). SHE IS ALSO THE DIRECTOR OF THE
AFGHAN WOMEN'S MISSION, A US-BASED NON-
PROFIT THAT SUPPORTS WOMEN'S RIGHTS ACTIVISTS
IN AFGHANISTAN AND CO-AUTHOR OF "BLEEDING
AFGHANISTAN: WASHINGTON, WARLORDS, AND THE
PROPAGANDA OF SILENCE."

Source: TruthDig 7/3/5 http://www.truthdig.com/
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The choice ahead: a private health-
Insurance monopoly or a single payer

ROBERT REICH

The Supreme Court’s recent blessing of Obamacare has
precipitated a rush among the nation’s biggest health insurers
to consolidate into two or three behemoths. The result will
be good for their shareholders and executives, but bad for
the rest of us — who will pay through the nose for the health
insurance we need. We have another choice, but before I get
to it let me give you some background.

Last week, Aetna announced it would spend $35 billion
to buy rival Humana in a deal that will create the second-
largest health insurer in the nation, with 33 million members.
The combination will claim a large share of the insurance
market in many states — 88 percent in Kansas and 58 percent
in Iowa, for example. A week before Aetna’s announcement,
Anthem disclosed its $47 billion offer for giant insurer Cigna.
If the deal goes through, the combined firm will become
the largest health insurer in America. Meanwhile, middle-
sized and small insurers are being gobbled up. Centene just
announced a $6.3 billion deal to acquire Health Net. Earlier
this year Anthem bought Simply Healthcare Holdings for
$800 million.

Executives say these combinations will make their
companies more efficient, allowing them to gain economies
of scale and squeeze waste out of the system. This is what big
companies always say when they acquire rivals. Their real
purpose is to give the giant health insurers more bargaining
leverage over employees, consumers, state regulators, and
healthcare providers (which have also been consolidating).
The big health insurers have money to make these acquisitions
because their Medicare businesses have been growing and
Obamacare is bringing in hundreds of thousands of new

A

MICHAEL PHELAN

There are two kinds of people who want to cut Social
Security?liars, and people who believe the lies. They?ve
heard the conservative talking points. ?Social Security is going
broke.? ?Social Security won?t be there for me when I retire.?
?The only way to save Social Security is to cut benefits.?
Unfortunately, these Wall Street funded lies have gotten
plenty of traction in recent years. So much so that a recent
survey shows that 43 percent of young people believe that
Social Security won?t be there for them when they retire?no
matter how much that same survey shows that these same
young people want it to.

So, here are the facts:

e Social Security has a $2.8 trillion surplus and can pay out
every benefit owed to every eligible person for nearly two
decades. After that, even if we do nothing, it will pay out

approximately 80% of benefits owed for the next 75 years.

e Social Security has not contributed one
penny to the deficit because it is independently
funded by the FICA payroll tax.

customers. They’ve also been cutting payrolls and squeezing
more work out of their employees.

This is also why their stock values have skyrocketed. A
few months ago the Standard & Poor’s (S&P) 500 Managed
Health Care Index hit its highest level in more than twenty
years. Since 2010, the biggest for-profit insurers have
outperformed the entire S&P 500. Insurers are seeking rate
hikes of 20 to 40 percent for next year because they think
they already have enough economic and political clout to get
them.

That’s not what they’re telling federal and state
regulators, of course. They say rate increases are necessary
because people enrolling in Obamacare are sicker than they
expected, and they’re losing money. Remember, this an
industry with rising share values and wads of cash for mergers
and acquisitions.

It also has enough dough to bestow huge pay packages
on its top executives. The CEOs of the five largest for-profit
health insurance companies each raked in $10 to $15 million
last year. After the mergers, the biggest insurers will have even
larger profits, higher share values, and fatter pay packages
for their top brass. There’s abundant evidence that when
health insurers merge, premiums rise. For example, Leemore
Dafny, a professor at the Kellogg School of Management
at Northwestern University, and her two co-authors, found
that after Aetna merged with Prudential HealthCare in 1999,
premiums rose 7 percent higher than had the merger not
occurred.

The problem isn’t Obamacare. The real problem is the
current patchwork of state insurance regulations, insurance
commissioners, and federal regulators can’t stop the tidal
wave of mergers, or limit the economic and political power
of the emerging giants. Which is why, ultimately, American
will have to make a choice. If we continue in the direction
we’re headed we’ll soon have a health insurance system
dominated by two or three mammoth for-profitcorporations
capable of squeezing employees and consumers for all they’re
worth — and handing over the profits to their shareholders
and executives.

The alternative is a government-run single payer system
—such as is in place in almost every other advanced economy
— dedicated to lower premiums and better care. Which do
you prefer?

Source: Robert Reich's Blog 7/6/15 http://robertreich.org

I-American Soclal Security truths

e Proposed ?tweaks? to Social Security would hurt
seniors, disabled veterans and people with disabilities.

e All we need is to ask millionaires and billionaires
to start paying into Social Security at the same
rate as the rest of us and we not only extend the
life of the Social Security trust fund, but we can
expand benefits to the majority of Americans.

With the facts on our side, we have begun to see a dramatic
shift in the national conversation around Social Security. It
wasn?t that long ago that we were still fighting a ?chained
CPI? benefit cut being proposed by President Obama, all
Republicans and some Democrats in Congress. Today, 44 out
of 46 Senate Democrats and 116 out of 188 House Democrats
have gone on record supporting expansion. And 79% of
likely voters ? Democrats, Republicans and Independents ?
support expansion.

Action: Let your representative know that
fixing Social Security means expansion.

Source: Social Security Works release 7/4/15 wwuw. socialsecurityworks.org
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Mainstream Media = Truth?
Check out the Altermatives
and Find out for yourself!

If you tap in to some of the alternative media, you
will get a very different perspective on events.
Especially now, when the mainstream media often
acts as a cheerleader for whatever the administra-
tion does, it's necessary to go a little further to get
your news. An internet connection is helpful.

Firedoglake http://firedoglake.com

Emptywheel
http://emptywheel.firedoglake.com/

Calitics http://www.calitics.com/
Eschaton http://www.eschatonblog.com/

Huffington Post
http://www.huffingtonpost.com

Hullabaloo http://digbysblog.blogspot.com
Daily Kos http://www.dailykos.com

Talking Points Memo
http://www.talkingpointsmemo.com

TPM Muckraker
http://www.tpmmuckraker.com/

FiveThirtyEight.com
http://www.fivethirtyeight.com/

Congress Matters
http://www.congressmatters.com

Think Progress http://thinkprogress.com

Down With Tyranny
http://downwithtyranny.blogspot.com/

Crooks and Liars
http://www.crooksandliars.com

Media Matters http://mediamatters.org/

Common Dreams
http://www.commmondreams.org/

Truth Out http://www.truthout.org/
Raw Story http://www.rawstory.com
Open Left http://www.openleft.com/
AlterNet http://www.alternet.org/

Independent Media Center
http://www.indymedia.org

The Nation http://www.thenation.com/

Hightower News
http://www.webactive.com/hightower/

Mother Jones http://www.motherjones.com/
In These Times http://inthesetimes.com/

The Guardian
http://www.guardian.co.uk/worldlatest/

Corporate Watch
http://www.corpwatch.org/home/PHH.|sp

KPFA (94.1 FM) provides excellent coverage on
many issues. You can listen on the internet at
http://www.kpfa.org

Democracy Now! on KPFA, 94.1 FM and
KVMR, 89.5 FM or on the web at:
http://www.democracynow.org

People’s World http://www.peoplesworld.org



6 CONNECTIONS, AUG / SEPT 2015

Multimillion-dollar ad campaigns aim to influence
Congressional votes

MEDEA BENJAMIN

A nuclear deal with Iran could be a game changer for
US foreign policy and for the Middle East. The P5+1 (the
U.S., China, Russia, France and the United Kingdom, plus
Germany) and Iran have been developing a comprehensive
agreement that would freeze Iran’s ability to create a nuclear
weapon and start the process of sanctions relief.

If it succeeds, this deal would dramatically decrease
the probability of another costly war in the Middle East and
could usher in an historic rapprochement between the US
and Iran after 34 years of hostilities.

US-Iranian collaboration against extremist groups from
ISIL to Al Qaeda could help damp down the fires raging
across the Middle East.

Key US allies, Israel and Saudi Arabia, oppose the deal.
Both nations harbor long-standing hostilities toward Iran and
both want to preserve their preferential relationship with the
US. But the American people, frustrated by over a decade of
US involvement in Middle East wars, support the initiative.
A recent Washington Post/ABC News poll shows that 6 in
10 Americans support a plan to lift international economic
sanctions against Iran in exchange for limits on its nuclear
program.

Democrats back the agreement by an overwhelming
majority of five to one, but even a plurality of Republican
voters support the Iran nuclear deal. Why, then, will there
be such a tough battle in Congress to approve a deal that the
Obama administration has worked so hard to achieve and is
supported by most Americans?

Some Republicans have a knee-jerk reaction to anything
the Obama administration puts forth. And certain Republican
and Democrat Congress members fundamentally distrust
Iran, believe it is sponsoring militant groups like Hamas
and Hezbollah, and think a deal will strengthen Iran to the
detriment of Israel.

But the most compelling reason that so many elected
officials will oppose the deal is the power of lobby groups
and think tanks, backed by hawkish billionaires who are
determined to quash a deal they see as bad for Israel. Little
known to the public, here are some of the groups:

UNITED AGAINST NUCLEAR IRAN:

Founded in 2008, UANI boasts a bipartisan powerhouse
advisory board of former politicians, intelligence officials
and policy experts. Cofounders Richard Holbrooke and
Dennis Ross, and its president Gary Samore, have all worked
in Obama’s White House. In June, UANI announced a
multimillion-dollar TV, print, radio, and digital campaign
with the message that “America Can’t Trust Iran, Concessions

..It advocates for crippling
sanctions on Iran, including
medicines, as a way to
cause domestic hardship
and internal turmoil...

have gone too far.” Mark Wallace, UANT’s chairman and
George Bush’s US ambassador to the UN, said, “We have a
multi-million-dollar budget and we are in it for the long haul.
Money continues to pour in.”

SECURE AMERICA NOW:

Founded in 2011 by pollsters John McLaughlin and Pat
Cadell, it is linked to right-wing pro-Israel factions in the
US and abroad. The Advisory Board includes Col. Richard
Kemp, who denounces the “global conspiracy of propaganda
aimed at the total de-legitimization of the state of Israel” and
former UN Ambassador John Bolton, who insists that “the
biggest threat to our national security is sitting in the White
House.”

The group labels Iran “the world’s largest sponsor
of terrorism” and recently launched its own $1 million
ad campaign against the nuclear deal. One ad features an
American woman saying her father was killed by an IED
in Iraq, followed by a menacing voice claiming “Iran has
single-handedly supplied thousands of IEDs that have killed
or maimed America’s troops overseas. Today, negotiators are
pushing for a nuclear deal with Iran that would give them
access to nuclear weapons.” It tells Americans to call their
Senators and “speak out against a bad deal.”

FOUNDATION FORTHE DEFENSE OF DEMOCRACIES:

Founded just after the 9/11 attacks, this neoconservative
think tank pushes for an aggressive military response in
the Middle East and also follows a hawkish pro-Israel line.
It advocates for crippling sanctions on Iran, including
medicines, as a way to cause domestic hardship and internal
turmoil and its experts are leading advocates for a US military
strike on Iran.

AMERICAN SECURITY INITIATIVE:

This is a new group, also bipartisan, formed in 2015 by
three former senators: Norm Coleman, Evan Bayh and Saxby
Chambliss. In 2014 Norm Coleman, a Republican from
Minnesota, became a registered lobbyist for the repressive

Saudi regime, providing the Saudis with legal services on
issues including “policy developments involving Iran.”

Its first campaign was a successful effort to pass the
Corker-Menendez bill, which forces President Obama to
submit the agreement to Congress before signing it. In
March, the group launched a $1.4 million ad campaign
aimed at Senator Schumer and other key senators with the
message that the deal (which had not even been released)
is “great for Iran, and dangerous for us.” One over-the-top,
fear-mongering ad showed a suicide-bombing truck driver in
an American city detonating a nuclear bomb, apparently on
behalf of Iran. The message, albeit a crazy one, is that if Iran
is allowed to get a nuclear weapon, it will attack the US.

AIPAC:

The American Israel Public Affairs Committee is the
largest pro-Israel lobby group. AIPAC, too, has been pushing
sanctions and opposing the nuclear deal. It claims that Iran
is the world’s leading state sponsor of terror and is racing
toward a nuclear weapons capability. AIPAC spends millions
of dollars lobbying but its real financial clout lies with the pro-
Israel Political Action Committees (PACs) it is tied to.

In addition to lobbying against a deal in Washington,
over the past several years AIPAC has also been promoting
state-level bills mandating divestment of public funds from
foreign companies doing business with Iran.

Dozens of states have passed such bills, and many are
likely to stay in place even after a nuclear deal, complicating
the federal sanctions relief that is a key element of the
negotiations.

What is the source of the millions of dollars now being
poured into the effort to squash the nuclear deal? Most
comes from a handful of super-wealthy individuals. Home
Depot founder Bernard Marcus gave over $10 million to
the Foundation for the Defense of Democracies. Other
multimillion donors are hedge fund billionaire and Jewish
Institute for National Security Affairs board member Paul
Singer, and Charles Bronfman of the Seagram liquor empire
and board chair of Koor Industries, one of Israel’s largest
investment holding companies.

The largest donor is Sheldon Adelson, a casino and
business magnate who contributed almost $100 million to
conservative candidates in the 2012 presidential campaign,
outspending any other individual or organization. He
publicly advocated for the Obama administration to bomb
Iran. Peter Beinart, a contributing editor at The Atlantic, said
“Every Republican politician knows that Adelson conditions
his checks on their Iran vote.”

Congress has 30 days from the day the deal is introduced
to vote in support or opposition (or 60 days if the negotiations
are delayed). To block the deal, Congress needs a veto-proof
majority, which is precisely what these groups and individuals
are attempting to buy. “I’ve been around this town for about
30 years now and I’ve never seen foreign policy debate that
is being so profoundly affected by the movement of hundreds
of millions of dollars in the American political system,” said
former six-term Congressman Jim Slattery.

Congresspeople face a dilemma: they fear a backlash
by the billionaires if they vote for the deal, but most of their
constituents support the deal. The pathetic irony is that the
democratic move of giving Congress a say in the Iran deal
(instead of leaving the administration with the authority to
seal the agreement), the billionaires have a better shot at
drowning out the voices of the American people.

MEDEA BENJAMIN, COFOUNDER OF GLOBAL
EXCHANGE AND CODEPINK: WOMEN FOR PEACE,

IS THE AUTHOR OF DRONE WARFARE: KILLING BY
REMOTE CONTROL. HER PREVIOUS BOOKS INCLUDE
DON'T BE AFRAID GRINGO: A HONDURAN WOMAN
SPEAKS FROM THE HEART., AND (WITH JODIE EVANS)
STOP THE NEXT WAR NOW (INNER OCEAN ACTION
GUIDE).
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With Iran deal reached, now US anti-war base must mobilize

SARAH LAZARE

Now that a nuclear agreement
between Iran and world powers has
been reached, the U.S. anti-war base
faces a critical opening to mobilize and
prevent hawkish lawmakers in Congress
from sabotaging a historic opportunity
for military de-escalation, campaigners
urged Tuesday. "It is hugely important
that people who don't want war with
Iran in the future speak up now in
defense of the deal," Robert Naiman,
policy director for Just Foreign Policy,
told Common Dreams.

The pact between Iran, the United
States, Russia, China, United Kingdom,
France, Germany, and the European
Union—announced Tuesday—is the
product of years of difficult negotiations,
and decades of hostility and U.S.
aggression. Public polling shows that
the deal has majority support among the
U.S. public. Furthermore, many from
Iranian civil society have called for an
agreement, which they say provides a
critical path to relief from devastating
sanctions, isolation, and the threat of
war.

However, Congress could still
derail the diplomatic process. Thanks
to recently-passed legislation, the U.S.
House and Senate will have 60 days to
review the final agreement. If lawmakers
were to vote against the deal, and amass
the votes to override a presidential
veto, Obama's hands would be tied on
sanctions relief and the deal would sink.

Moreover, while public opinion is
on the side of the agreement, opponents
of diplomacy are powerful and better-
funded. A shadowy network of pro-war
lobby organizations is spending millions
of dollars on targeted advertisements
aimed at persuading lawmakers
and their constituents to reject the
agreement (see page 6). Furthermore,
hawks from U.S. Senator Bob Corker
(RTenn.) to Israeli Prime Minister

Benjamin Netanyahu are already loudly
denouncing the accord.

"Congress has been hearing more
from opponents of the deal, because
the opposition is deeply entrenched,
has lots of money, and has been doing
this for a long time," Jamal Abdi

of the National Iranian American
Council told /Common Dreams/.
"'m confident we can change that
dynamic. We can mobilize millions of
Americans to advance peace." U.S.-
based organizations including Just
Foreign Policy, Win Without War, Peace
Action, and Jewish Voice for Peace
released calls to action Tuesday urging
opponents of war to mobilize to protect
the deal. A petition from organizations
including  CODEPINK and Roots
Action urging "Defend the Iran deal
and stop Republicans from starting a
war with Iran" already has over 34,000
signatures.

Stephen Miles, advocacy director
for Win Without War, declared in a
press statement on Tuesday that those
pushing for escalation towards Iran are
using the same dangerous logic that
fueled the Iraq War: "We have seen this
movie before and we know how it ends.
We will not stand idly by while those
who pushed for war with Iraq try to
push us into war with Iran."

"Our focus is on holding the
Democrats in the Senate who have
supported the negotiations thus far,"
said Abdi. "We can afford to lose five
Democrats. We can lose Sen. Bob
Menendez (D-N_J.) and a few others and
still prevent a resolution of disapproval
from passing."

In the House, 146 voting Democrats
signed a letter saying they will approve
the deal, added Abdi. "We want to hold
those 146 and also expand that list," he
explained. Campaigners note that the
deal is not a sure-fire path to peace,
and it will take active and engaged civil
society groups and social movements to

put the United States and Iran on a real
path to justice.

In an article published Tuesday
in The Intercept, journalists Glenn
Greenwald and Murtaza Hussain wrote
that "much Iranian public opinion,
while positive, is more nuanced and
guarded," with some holding the view
that the deal "unfairly impinges on
Iranian sovereignty in exchange for
very few legitimate concessions."

A report released last month by
the New York-based International
Campaign for Human Rights in Iran
found that, among civil society leaders,
support for the deal is strong, even
among those skeptical that benefits will
be fairly distributed. "For a number of
years, Iran's international isolation and
all the excuses for putting pressure on
our country, particularly the sanctions,
have destroyed the Iranian people's
psychological security, and have left
them preoccupied, and of course,
many people have suffered direct
or indirect loss," said Fakhrossadat
Mohtashamipour, described in the
report as a civil activist and wife of
political prisoner Mostafa Tajzadeh.

Hadi Ghaemi, executive director
of the New York-based International
Campaign for Human Rights in Iran,
emphasized to Common Dreams that—
right now—mobilizing to support